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RULES
(from the handbook)

● a single static PowerPoint slide is permitted;

● no slide transitions, animations or 
'movement' of any description are permitted;

● your slide is to be presented from the 
beginning of your oration; and

● no additional electronic media (e.g. sound 
and video files) are permitted.



SLIDE PLANNING
1. Purpose

2. Layout

3. Charm



SLIDE PLANNING
ColorPurpose

● Communicating 
research in a visual way

● Memorable

● Can assist in explanation



SLIDE PLANNING
ColorLayout

● Not a research poster!

● Don’t use too much text

● What charts and graphs 
do you NEED to explain?

● Design principles



DESIGN 101
COLOR FONTS

SPACE GRAPHICS



Accessibility

C O L O R

SIZE
size

CONTRAST
(good)

CONTRAST
(bad)

Consider: Consider:

Contrast checkers:

→ WebAIM

Accessible color scheme tools:

→ ColorBrewer

→ Color Safe

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://colorbrewer2.org/#type=sequential&scheme=BuGn&n=3
http://colorsafe.co/


C O L O R

~60% ~30% ~10%



DESIGN 101
COLOR FONTS

SPACE GRAPHICS



S P A C E

White (negative) space



S P A C E

Focal
point



S P A C E

Grids



DESIGN 101
COLOR FONTS

SPACE GRAPHICS



I M A G E S  &  G R A P H I C S

Photographs

Resolution! → 



I M A G E S  &  G R A P H I C S

Cleaning up
photographs
→ Adobe Express

http://express.adobe.com


I M A G E S  &  G R A P H I C S

Icons

→ The Noun Project

→ Font Awesome

+ Powerpoint

https://thenounproject.com/
https://fontawesome.com/


I M A G E S  &  G R A P H I C S

Build your own?

1. Draw on paper with pencil

2. Trace with pen, erase pencil marks

3. Scan using Adobe Scan

4. On computer, find scan at 
documentcloud.adobe.com

○ Alt: clean up image in Photoshop

5. In Adobe Illustrator: Use Image Trace of 
scan to get vector

6. Adjust vector, add text

7. Bring image into Powerpoint or Slides



I M A G E S  &  G R A P H I C S

Tables 
and 
graphs



TIPS
● Less is more

● You do not have to use any text

● People respond well to visual cues - is there 
an image that could help you in explaining 
your research?

● Personal touches

● Think about how your slide can assist with 
the format and delivery of your session



CRITIQUE



Example: Fullscreen



Example: Fullscreen



Example: Fullscreen



Example: x+y=z



Example: x+y=z



Example: x → y



Example: x → y



Example: x→y



Example: Problem / x+y=z



Example: Problem / x+y=z



Example: complicated procedure



Example: complicated procedure



Example: complicated procedure



CRITIQUE



CRITIQUE



CRITIQUE



CRITIQUE



CRITIQUE



CRITIQUE



CRITIQUE
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